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     I visited the BMW Zentrum in Spartan-

burg, South Carolina last Friday.  The 

Zentrum (German for “center”) is BMW’s 

only museum in North America.  On spe-

cial display, for a limited time, was Elvis 

Presley’s fully restored 1957 feather white 

507 roadster, unveiled last October at the 

museum’s grand re-opening after a 9-

month renovation.  As a BMW fan, a Mem-

phis girl, and a wanna-be-architect-in-

training, it was a must see, especially 

since the museum is less than 200 miles 

from where I now live (another perk of being 

back in the Southeast). 

     It will be difficult, but I will try my best to 

stick to the topic of architecture. 

     BMW has a theme with round struc-

tures.  Their Munich world headquarters con-

sists of the Four-Cylinder main office build-

An architectural expose  

by Beth Stubbs 

The Zentrum 



President’s Corner >>> 

     Well another year goes and 2018 is upon us.  We 

had our annual party/meeting at the Bearden Banquet 

Hall on Saturday 20 January.  It was the lowest at-

tendance in the six years I have been a member.  While 

this is disappointing, the folks that braved the clear 

weather and cars on the interstate had a good time.   

     In the short business meeting we got a financial 

report from Norm Durfee our treasurer.  In short we 

are in a sound financial shape.  In the election Steve 

Smith was elected vice President and Norm Durfee 

was reelected treasurer.  I want to thank Randy Hodg-

es for being a long-standing officer, most service be-

ing vice president for years.  I also want to thank 

Steve and Norm for volunteering to be one of the of-

ficer leaders for the chapter.   

     We had a lot of good give away items from Gray-

son BMW, Bimmerworld, Zymol, and Turner Motor-

sports.  We also gave away a driver control school 

and one-day M School at the BMW Performance Cen-

ter.   

     Your chapter sincerely wants to make the annual 

party a nice event and thus the low attendance is 

troublesome.  If you have ideas for next year’s annual 

party please let any of the officers know.   

     Street Survival for 2018 is Saturday 24 

March at Pellissippi State community College.  

We have limited this to 20 students and we are 

already full.  Cy Smith is leading Street Survival 

and we still need volunteers for coaches and 

course support.  If you can help please let Cy 

know at m5guy002@comcast.net.  Volunteers 

would need to gather at 7:00 AM and we will fin-

ish by 4:00 PM.  Lunch and drinks will be pro-

vided.   

     The next big event is the Chapter M Day Sat-

urday 14 April at the BMW Performance Center in 

Greenville, SC.  We have twelve folks who have 

sent in their money to reserve their seat.  

Please, if you are planning on joining us this 

year, get your check to me.  If you have never 

done a driving event this is something that 

should be on your bucket list.  For $700 this is 

less than half the price of a normal one-day M 

School.   

 

Richard Stouder 
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President: Richard Stouder 
  oakridger48@msn.com 
  865-310-8010 
 

Vice President: Steve Smith 
  silveragsmith@gmail.com  
 

Treasurer: Norm Durfee 
  ndurfee@aol.com 

 

Secretary: Aaron Bakos 
  aaronfbakos@gmail.com 
 

NL Editor: Julia Taylor 
  jtaylor@exclaimpromotions.com 
 

Activities: Cyrus Smith 
  m5guy002@comcast.net 
   

Webmaster: Julia Taylor 
  jtaylor@exclaimpromotions.com 
   
 

Club  Website:  www.smokymtnbmwcca.org 
 

 

Visit us on Facebook to see pictures from past chapter events, 
connect with other fellow club members, learn about upcoming 
events, and more. If you have suggestions for things you’d like 
to see on our club Facebook page, please let us know! 

 

Search Facebook for Smoky Mountain BMWCCA or visit: 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Smoky-Mountain-
BMWCCA/393282431806  

 

Interested in becoming more involved with 

the chapter? Please reach out to one of 

our current  officers for more information. 

Thurs, Mar 8th 

6:30-8:00pm 

 

 

Mar 17th 

All Day 

 

 

 

 

Thurs, April 12th 

6:30-8:00pm 

 

 

 

Thurs, May 10th 

6:30-8:00pm 

 

 

 

 

May 17th-May 20th 

All Day 

 

 

 

 

Monthly Chapter Social 

Join us for some great burgers at Stock 

Burger for the March Chapter Social. 

 

Autocross Novice School 

The National Capital Chapter is hosting an 

autocross novice school in Bowie, MD for 

any enthusiasts interested in getting in-

volved with autocross. Event website here 

 

Monthly Chapter Social 

For April, we’re spicing things up with a 

taste of Italian! Join us at Carrabas Italian 

Grill for this month’s chapter social. 

 

Monthly Chapter Social 

You won’t want to miss the May chapter 

social! Join us at Calhoun’s in Oak Ridge for 

some great food, great cars, and great 

friends. 

 

The Vintage! 

Once again held in Hot Springs, NC, the 

2018 Vintage is sure to be an amazing 

weekend, including tours, dinners, a rally,  

and more. Event website here 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Smoky-Mountain-BMWCCA/393282431806
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Smoky-Mountain-BMWCCA/393282431806
http://www.mmsend70.com/link.cfm?r=fjd2G0k5WIm8oHf9TZxy3w~~&pe=C3hBFEGJK3b8BxgV8Hqo51RV09uxWqm-swwahlGDyKXowRg1GDUO9YkuytK3hmwgcYS3xuzQnA0Ib5lGLPy8QA~~&t=Ee98OzA4VeIWPLq25JavZA~~
https://www.bmwcca.org/event/171006


The Zentrum (cont) >>> 

ing, the bowl-shaped museum, and the Welt, 

anchored by its Double Cone. 

     With a little bit of research, via Google, I 

learned that a design firm specializing in ex-

hibition spaces, Thinc Design in New York 

City, created the Zentrum, which opened in 

1997.  The extensive interior renovation was 

carried out by Asheville, North Carolina archi-

tect, Mark Allison, in 2016.  If I had to come 

up with what this building might symbolize, it 

would be a banked turn on a race track – a 

very sharp turn.  But then again, it looks a lot 

more like the crescent on South Carolina’s 

state flag:     

 

 

    

The inner arc of the crescent is a wall of 

glass and the sides of the outer arc are lou-

vered with floor-to-ceiling windows, all of 

which let in plenty of natural light and views 

to the outside.  

     Another similarity I noticed between 

the Zentrum and the Munich headquar-

ters is the use of slightly raised, white tile 

display platforms with strip lighting – in 

“BMW blue” – glowing underneath.    

Zentrum strip lighting 

Welt/Munich platforms 

The crescent-shaped Zentrum would fit right in. 



<<< The Zentrum (cont) 

     BMW likes nearly all-white interiors 

and indoor trees for their spaces, too  – 

palmettos in South Carolina, of course.  

     This kind of continuity is something I 

really admire about the BMW 

brand.  From the custom font used in eve-

ry piece of marketing and communication, 

to the four signature design elements in-

cluded in every car model produced over 

the past several decades (kidney grill, 

Hofmeister kink, roundel, round head-

lights), to the cohesiveness of their archi-

tecture from one side of the globe to the oth-

er, I appreciate their attention to detail and 

strong commitment to creating a unified 

identity, while still maintaining the freedom to 

evolve. 

     And I do appreciate their ultimate driving 

machines, too! Here are a few: 

Surprisingly, my favorite item on display 

turned out to be this work of polished alumi-

num hanging sculpture, representing the 

many forms of the BMW kidney grill through-

out its history:  
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The 2018 Monthly Chapter Social schedule has 

been planned as follows:  

 

March 8—Stock Burger 

3701 Sutherland Avenue, Knoxville 

 

April 12—Carrabas Italian Grill 

324 N Peters Road, Knoxville 

 

May 10—Calhoun’s Oak Ridge 

100 Melton Lake Peninsula, Oak Ridge 

 

June 14—Merelli’s Italian Cuisine 

4884 Chambliss Ave, Knoxville 

 

July 12—Fieldhouse Social 

2525 University Commons Way, Knoxville 

 

 

 

August 9—Big Fatty’s 

5005 Kingston Pike, Knoxville 

 

September 13—PF Chang’s 

6741 Kingston Pike, Knoxville 

 

October 11—Chop House 

9724 Kingston Pike, Knoxville 

 

November 8—TBD 

 

 

December 13—Veloce Indoor Speedway 

9305 Kingston Pike, Knoxville 

2018 Chapter Socials  >>> 



<<<  National and Regional Upcoming Events 

10671 Parkside Drive 

Knoxville, TN 37923 

(865) 693-4555 

We Thank You!! 

The Smoky Mountain Chapter of the BMW Car Club of America would like to 

thank Grayson BMW for providing excellent service, quality parts, and dis-

counts to our members. 

Members may be eligible to receive 
an allowance based on the purchase 
or lease of a new or Certified Pre-
Owned BMW through Grayson 
BMW Authorized Center. 

Grayson BMW is a BMWCCA 

partner in the Membership 

Reward  Program. 

The Smoky Bimmer averages 400 

mailings per issue to chapter mem-

bers and an additional 115 to chapter 

presidents and  newsletter editors 

across the U.S.  

 

Special rates apply for advertising. 

Please inquire from a Chapter Of-

ficer. We can customize an advertis-

ing space to suit your needs.  

Smoky Bimmer  

Advertising Rates 

We Need YOU! 

We are in need of contributors for 

a variety of content used to create 

our quarterly newsletters. You can 

participate by submitting classified 

ads, serving as our Member Spot-

light, submitting photos (and ideal-

ly a brief writeup) of any BMW re-

lated events, or writing an occa-

sional article. If you have some-

thing you’d like to contribute, we 

would love to talk with you! Please 

contact Julia Taylor for info -                                    

jtaylor@exclaimpromotions.com. 

May 6—Deutsche Marque Concours 

d’Elegance: Celebrating 35 Years! 

Location: 9601 Courthouse Road, Vi-

enna, VA 22181 

Event Website 

 

July 9-15—49th Annual Oktoberfest 

presented by Michelin 

Location: Sheraton Pittsburgh at Sta-

tion Square and Pittsburgh Interna-

tional Raceway 

In 2018, Oktoberfest—the largest an-

nual gathering of BMW Club members 

in the world—will be held during one 

of the country’s premiere automotive 

enthusiast events—the Pittsburgh Vin-

tage Grand Prix (PVGP).  

Oktoberfest will kick off on Monday, 

July 9, and will encompass all of the 

great social and driving events that 

members are accustomed to. All of 

these events will lead up to the famed 

vintage race weekend in Schenley 

Park on Saturday and Sunday, July 14

-15, where we will host the largest car 

corral and hospitality area at the grand 

prix.  

Event Website 

August 24—Legends of the Autobahn 

presented by Michelin 

Location: Nicklaus Club Monterey, Mon-

terey, CA 

Legends Of The Autobahn® is an all-

German marque Concours d'Elegance 

held at the prestigious Nicklaus Club-

Monterey during Monterey, California's 

famed Pebble Beach Concours week. 

Legends is hosted by the BMW Car Club 

of America, the Mercedes—Benz Club of 

America, and the Audi Club of America. 

The annual concours event offers both 

corral and judged areas, awards for all 

three featured marques, and an open 

class for all other German—made cars.  

Event Website 

 

August 25-26—Festorics Turn Five 

Corral and Hospitality presented by 

Michelin 

Location: Laguna Seca Raceway, Monte-

rey, CA 

The Festorics corral at Laguna Seca 

Raceway offers both a two-day trackside 

corral with parking alongside other BMW 

enthusiasts, as well as an excellent ven-

ue from which to watch the legendary 

races of the Rolex Monterey Motorsports 

Reunion. Available packages include 

the opportunity to buy corral tickets, 

lunch tickets, and event tickets to the 

Motorsports Reunion races them-

selves.  

Event Website 

 

mailto:jtaylor@exclaimpromotions.com
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Smoky Mountain Chapter, 

BMWCCA 

P.O.Box 52223 
Knoxville, TN 37950-2223 
 
 

The Smoky Bimmer is the official publication of the Smoky Mountain Chapter of the BMW Car Club of America, Inc., and is not in any way connected with the Bavarian 
Motor Works AG or BMW of North America, Inc. Material published in The Smoky Bimmer may  be reproduced by BMWCCA and its chapter publications with proper 
credit. Other reproduction or use, in whole or in part, without written permission by the Club is prohibited. The Club assumes no liability for any of the information, opinions 
or suggestions contained herein. No factory approval is implied unless specifically stated. Modifications within the warranty period of a vehicle may void the warranty. The 
acceptance of advertising for any product or service in the Smoky Bimmer does not imply endorsement for that product or service by the Club. Classified ads are free to mem-
bers. Advertising rates are available upon request. Contributions to the Smoky Bimmer are welcomed and should be addressed to the editor. The Smoky Bimmer is a publica-
tion of the Smoky Mountain Chapter, BMWCCA, P.O. Box 52223, Knoxville, TN 37950-2223. 


